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November 11, 2013
Ms. Kimberly Lloyd
Chairlady, Board of Trustees
Lincoln University
Lincoln University, PA 19352

RE: Proposal from LUHI

Dear Ms. Lloyd,

On October 31, 2013, on behalf of the Lincoln University Heritage Initiative (“LUHI”), I
emailed you, inquiring how you wished to proceed and/or if you required any additional
information to move the matter forward, after the decision at the last Board of Trustees Meeting
on September 21, 2013 to take the LUHI matter under advisement. You replied on November
3, 2013, that it would be helpful to see an overall proposal in writing. Please consider this letter
as a proposal setting forth a summary of the request to the Board of Trustees, introduction,
principles and priorities, mission and goals, background, beliefs and vision, benefits of historic
designation and support for the proposed Lincoln University Historic District.

Summary of Request

LUHLI is requesting that this preservation matter be referred to the Board of Trustees’ Buildings
and Property Committee and that a meeting(s) with LUHI and that Committee explore the facts
and come up with a recommendation and strategy to go forward with the nomination of Lincoln
University Historic District. Alternatively, if minds are clear and there is support for LUHI’s
mission, the Board can authorize submission of the nomination to recognize our 15 historic
buildings on the National Register of Historic Places as “The Lincoln University Historic
District” by formal resolution. I have attached a draft Resolution for your consideration.

Introduction

At the last Board of Trustees Meeting a report was given by Mr. Dwight Taylor, then Chair of
the Trustees” Buildings and Property Committee, regarding his meetings with LUHI and LUHI’s
request to assist the University in obtaining recognition of the Lincoln University Historic
District on the National Register of Historic Places.

By way of background, in June, 2013, through the efforts of Friends of Lincoln Village and the
AALU-ROAR Initiative, two previous entities interested in Lincoln University historical
preservation, LUHI learned that 15 buildings on our campus had been determined eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission (PHMC) nearly 25 years ago. Those buildings are: Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall (1865),
Lincoln Hall (1866), Alumni House (1870), Cresson Hall (1870), Cannon House (1874),
Houston Hall (1881), Mary Dod Brown Chapel (1890), University Hall (1891), Bond House
(1891) Vail Hall (1899), Amos Hall (1902), McCauleyHall (1904), President’s House (1906), Life
Sciences Building (1925) and Rendell Hall (1931).



Ms. Lloyd
November 11, 2013
Page 2

After consultations with these entities, LUHI is exploring the possibility of extending the boundaries of the
eligible Lincoln University Historic District to include Hosanna AUMP Church, The Lincoln University
Train Station and other site remnants of Hinsonville, a 19" century Black village upon which the current site
of Ashmun Institute/Lincoln University now sits, affectionately known as the “old campus.” These buildings
are now in various stages of deterioration and the oldest building, Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall, has been targeted
for demolition since May, 2013.

LUHI Principles and Priorities for Board of Trustees Consideration

LUHI has adopted principles which we request that the Board of Trustees consider as a guide for the
University’s preservation of our historic buildings and resources. Those principles are: 1) a commitment to
the preservation and use of our historic buildings and resources and to take all reasonable measures to

ensure their preservation; 2) an acknowledgement that Lincoln University’s historic buildings and resources
possess an integrity of location, design, setting and materials and provide the students, staff, alumni, and
residents of the Commonwealth, nation and the world with a sense of pride, history and identity; 3)
recognition that our historic buildings and resources are emblematic of our research, teaching and

mission outreach; and 4) promotion of a broad understanding, awareness, enjoyment and continued use of our
historic resources as vital to the stewardship of the University.

With these principles in mind, LUHI is focused on three current priorities that the Board of Trustees is
requested to consider: 1) to stay the demolition of any of the aforementioned buildings until all reasonable
measures to ensure their preservation can be developed and presented, including alternative uses of the
buildings; 2) to engage in a joint venture with the Board of Trustees to develop the Lincoln University
Historic District, or obtain full authority to develop a dynamic preservation plan for the historic district; and
3) to join with the Board of Trustees in fundraising efforts to bring a viable historic district to fruition and
manage and operate the district using the best practices of a “green economy” philosophy.

LUHI has previously requested the opportunity to address the Board of Trustees regarding the preservation
of our buildings by letters, email and phone calls on June 5, June 10, June 17, July 15 and July 17. On
September 18, 2013, President Jennings authorized AALU to restore the Bond House.

LUHI Mission and Goals

The express mission of LUHI is stated in its Constitution and Bylaws: “Lincoln University Heritage
Initiative (LUHI) is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of Lincoln University's exemplary
historic and academic legacy, through education, advocacy, resource building and coordination with Lincoln
University, the surrounding community and other stakeholders. Section 1.1, Mission and Bylaws, Lincoln
University Heritage Initiative, adopted August 27, 2013. LUHI is chartered and registered to do business in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a non-profit corporation, in conformity with Section 5310 and
Section 5708 of the Pennsylvania Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1988, as amended. Our EIN is 46-
3118406. An application for 501(c) (3) tax-exempt status is pending.

Our goals are to assist the university: 1) to develop plans and strategies to create a physical environment
which preserves the Lincoln University legacy; 2) to develop an academic program that incorporates
Lincoln’s rich history, African history and provides internships for undergraduate and graduate students in

preservation, conservation and museum management; 3) to raise public awareness of Lincoln University’s
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legacy; 3) to assure that buildings and artifacts are preserved in the future; and 4) to assure that the work of
LLUHI is sustained.

Toward this mission and to achieve these goals, LUHI activities consist of the following, in collaboration
with Lincoln University: 1) researching and documenting factual information about each of the historic
buildings on the campus of Lincoln University; 2) preparing a successful nomination application to the
National Park Service to place the buildings on the National Register of Historic Places; 3) obtaining
technical and financial assistance to preserve and restore the historic buildings for use/reuse by the
University community for future generations; and 4) preparing an overall preservation plan for all historic
structures, landscapes, and sites on the campus.

Backeround, Beliefs and Vision

LUHI is comprised of alumni who are committed to preserving the historical and academic legacy of
Lincoln University. We firmly believe that “being first matters” and that the first buildings of Ashmun
Institute and Lincoln University embody stories waiting to be told of the remarkable founders, students,
teachers and a surrounding community that paved the way for freedom and higher education of Black
people in America and around the world. In the process of saving Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall, built before
there was a Lincoln University, the University will not only enshrine the legacy of Ashmun Institute but will
also showecase a historic district stretching from the Alumni Arch to Lincoln Village that will draw and
welcome students, scholars and visitors from around the world to explore, engage, and interact in special
events, exhibits, lively lectures/discussions and hands-on activities for groups and school children that
evidence the significant role that Lincoln University has played in advancing higher education in the nation..

LUHI envisions the historic district will bring much-needed economic development to the region in the
form of shopping, restaurants, housing developments and employment. The vast careers of the LUHI
board of directors, many of who have been part of the fabric of Lincoln University for over three decades,
touch directly upon the various aspects of this preservation effort in the areas of architecture, archival
science, historic preservation, engineering, regional planning, construction management and design, law,
public and media relations, marketing, grantsmanship and government relations.

LUHI further envisions the development of not only a historic district but the long-range development of
modern, state of art museum that houses a comprehensive history of Ashmun Institute. Ashmun Institute’s
place in the Great Debate of the nation, its geographic significance and the numerous players that enabled
the iconoclastic institution to grow, develop and survive for 160 years is a story of immense importance.
The story includes Jehudi Ashmun, John Miller Dickey, the Underground Railroad, Hinsonville, Lincoln
Village, the Lincoln University Train Station, Hosanna AUMP Church, Christian Fleetwood, The Lincoln
Seminary and Law School, the Harriet Watson Jones Hospital, the Grimke Brothers, the first University
presidents, trustees and faculty, Dr. Horace Mann Bond ’23, the Christiana Slave Rebellion, Parker Sisters
Kidnapping, Dr. Azikiwe and Nkrumah and many more who have been a source of inspiration and
progenitors of our legacy of excellence. It also includes stories of local families who sold their family farms
to give the fledging university a home and then sent their children to be educated. It must also include the
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stories of the courageous Quaker, Presbyterian and Oxford congregations and families that provided the
vision and funding to establish the Institute. The vision includes the latest in audio-visual and interactive
digital technology in addition to books and articles. Ashmun Institute’s story is an international one and it
must include both the continent of Africa and the Caribbean, as well as other ethnic groups attracted to the
light and hope of the campus. Adapted from the AALU-ROAR Initiative, 2009.

Benefits of the Lincoln University Historic District Designation

The benefits of historic designation are: 1) official national recognition of the historical, cultural, educational
and architectural significance of Lincoln University; 2) eligibility for federal and state tax credits and grants
for appropriate rehabilitation and restoration of the historic buildings; 3) safeguarding Lincoln University
history and the beauty of the campus; 4) priority access to PA Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC)
staff for technical assistance; and 5) economic development benefit to LU and surrounding area from
expected tourism and increase in visitors that would invariably result.

Historic District Designation Will Not Hamper Property Rights of Lincoln University

Historic designation of properties in Pennsylvania is solely determined by the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission (PHMC). LUHI has had numerous discussions with PHMC staff regarding
restrictions imposed on Lincoln University regarding the use of the historic buildings if they are placed on
the National Register. PHMC has responded that the 15 historic buildings on the campus of Lincoln
University are owned by the University and are private property. As such, “the National Register listing
does not place obligations on private property owners, nor does it place restrictions on the use, treatment,
or disposition of private property. Nation Register listing does not lead to public acquisition of property,
nor does it require public access to property.” See: Fact Sheet, Pennsylvania Historical & Museum

Commission, copy attached.

Moreover, PHMC has declared that buildings that are already listed in the National Register can be altered.
The National Register does not require that they remain pristine, or exactly the same as they were when
listed. If only private money is being used, and there are no state or federal permits, or oversights, or other
involvement, the owner can make whatever changes they wish to a property, even if it is listed, as long as
they comply with local building codes/zoning. If the changes ate dramatic, the National Registet’s office
may decide that they are too extreme and will remove the property from the Register. There is no other
penalty or repercussion, and generally properties are only removed or de-listed as a result of exzreme change.

If public money is being used, or there are state or federal permits necessary for the project, or some other
type of oversight or involvement, the PHMC will be asked to review the project and provide comment.
Depending on the state or federal agency involved, PHMC’s opinion may help define the direction of the
project, but it won’t guarantee that the building is saved from demolition or substantial alteration.

PHMC states that they frequently follow the National Park Services’ Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Buildings whenever they are making recommendations during Project Reviews, or working with a property
owner who is applying for a Rehabilitation Incentive Tax Credit, or if PHMC awards a grant and requires
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the recipient to follow the Standards during their construction project. Thus, for example, if Lincoln
University received a state/federal grant for one of its buildings, the University would need to comply with
the Standards duting the course of the project, whether it was a roof replacement or installing
heating/cooling systems. The Standards are intended to be fairly common-sense and while they may entail
costs ot challenges not found in new construction projects, they are not necessarily more expensive in the
long run than new construction. '

Finally, even if buildings are never listed, if PHMC believes that they are individually e/gible for listing, or
part of an eligible district, PHMC will continue to treat them the same in their reviews. For PHMC
purposes, eligibility and listing are equivalent. Thus, Lincoln University is required to discuss the projects
with PHMC, if the University is using public monies or state/federal permits, even if the buildings/district
are never formally listed. Listing can be beneficial for generating public support/validation, or pursuing tax
incentives, or for other reasons, but eligibility is all that is necessary for Project Reviews under federal and
state legislation (Section 106 and the History Code). As PHMC determined in 1985 that the 15 oldest
buildings on the campus are eligible for historic designation, LUHI is able to assist the University, in
consultation with PHMC, to preserve, rehabilitate, or restore the buildings, taking into account their
historical importance, physical condition, proposed use and mandated state codes and federal ADA
requirements for all buildings.

Support for the Lincoln University Historic District

Support for the proposed district has been requested and received from: 1) the national Alumni Association
of Lincoln University which is the voice of over 10,000 alumni; 2) the Friends of Lincoln Village formed in
2007 to provide a framework and research funding sources for the preservation of historical sites in and
around Lincoln University and Lincoln Village; 3) the Secretary of Education of the Commonwealth of PA;
the U.S. Congtess; the Majority Leader of the Pennsylvania Senate; and the Pennsylvania House of

Representatives. Copies are enclosed.
I trust this proposal has been helpful.

, President

cc: LUHI Board of Directors
Mzt. Dwight Taylor, Trustee
Mzt. Donald Notice, Trustee



BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF LINCOLN UNIVERSITY PA
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY HISTORIC DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Lincoln University Heritage Initiative (“LUHI”) has been formed by
Lincoln University alumni to assist Lincoln University in obtaining national
recognition of the 15 oldest buildings on the campus on the National Register of

Historic Places; and

WHEREAS,; the 15 buildings were deemed eligible for recognition as the Lincoln
University Historic District on January 4, 1985, by the Pennsylvania Historical and

Museum Commission; and

WHEREAS,; the 15 buildings eligible for the LU Historic District are:

1. Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall (1865)
2. Lincoln Hall (1860)
3. Alumni House (1870)
4. Cresson Hall (1870)
5. Cannon House (1874)
6. Houston Hall (1881)
7. Mary Dod Brown Chapel (1890)
8. University Hall (1891)
9.  Bond House (1891)
10.  Vail Hall (1899)
11.  Amos Hall (1902)
12. McCauley Hall (1904)
13.  President’s House (1900)
14.  Life Sciences Building (1925)
15.  Rendell Hall (1931)

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF LINCOLN UNIVERSITY PA:

Authorize the Lincoln University Heritage Initiative to submit the nomination of the
15 said buildings for recognition on the National Register of Historic Places as the
Lincoln University Historical District.



ADOPTED ON THIS DAY OF , 2013

President, Lincoln University Board of Trustees

Secretary, Lincoln University Board of Trustees

ATTEST
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National Register of Historic Places
Bureau for Historic Preservation

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation's official list of properties recognized for their
significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering and culture. The National Register
Program was established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and archeological resources.
National Register properties include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects. They can be
significant to a local community, a state, an Indian tribe, or the nation as a whole.

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) is the Commonwealth’s official history
agency. The PHMC’s Bureau for Historic Preservation (BHP) maintains the Commonwealth’s inventory of
historic properties and prehistoric sites and manages the National Register of Historic Places in
Pennsylvania.

National Register properties are distinguished by having been documented and evaluated according to
uniform standards. These criteria recognize the accomplishments of all peoples who have contributed to
the history and heritage of the United States and are designed to help state and local governments,
federal agencies, and others identify important historic and archeological properties worthy of preservation
and of consideration in planning and development decisions. Listing in the National Register, however,
does not interfere with a private property owner’s right to alter, manage, or dispose of property. It often
changes the way communities perceive their historic resources and gives credibility to efforts to preserve
these resources as irreplaceable parts of our communities.

Listing in the National Register contributes to preserving historic properties in a number of ways:
1. recognition that a property is of significance to the nation, the state, or local community;
2. eligibility for federal tax incentives for income-producing buildings;
3. state and federal preservation grants for planning and rehabilitation of buildings owned by not-for-
profit organizations and local governments;
4. consideration in the planning for state and federal projects or projects that are assisted by state or
federal agencies.

The National Register Process in Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, properties are nominated to the National Register by the Bureau for Historic
Preservation. BHP’s role in this process is review and advisory in nature. BHP reviews submitted
nominations to determine whether they meet the criteria for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places; conducts site visits to proposed historic districts; reviews adequacy of documentation;
and assures that the procedures and standards of the National Register program are met. The steps in
the National Register process are as follows:

1. Historic Resource Survey Form (HRSF): BHP receives descriptive and historical information on
buildings, structures, objects, sites, and districts on the HRSF.

2. Eligibility: Completed HRSF are reviewed by a committee of BHP staff (using National Register
criteria) to determine if properties are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

3. Nomination: If eligible, the owner may proceed with formally nominating the property to the
National Register using the National Park Service registration form.

4. State Review Board: Completed nominations are submitted to the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board. The Board will met on April 7 and October 6 in 2009. The Board reviews the
nomination, designating whether or not it meets the criteria for evaluation and its level of
significance prior to its submittal to the National Park Service.

5. National Park Service: Approves nominations that are sent to it for listing in the National
Register.

1



National Register Criteria
To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must meet the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation. These criteria require that a property be old enough to be considered historic (generally at

least 50 years old) and that it still look much the same way as it was in the past. In addition, the property

must:

Typically, cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or

A. be associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our

history; or
B. be associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent
the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant a distinguishable

entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory.

used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed

historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties less than 50 years old are

not considered eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral
parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they meet special criteria.

The National Register Does...

PoONPE
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honor a historic property by recognizing its important to its local community, state, or the nation;
encourage the preservation of historic properties by documenting their significance;
list properties only if they meet the National Register criteria for evaluation;

facilitate the review of federally funded, licensed, or permitted projects to determine their effects
on historic properties;

provide an opportunity to consult with government agencies to mitigate projects that will adversely

affect historic properties;

provide information about historic resources for planning purposes;

offer federal tax benefits to owners of income-producing (depreciable) historic properties if they
rehabilitate their properties according to preservation standards.

The National Register Does Not...

1.
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provide a marker or plaque for registered properties (property owners may obtain markers or
plaques at their own expense);

restrict the rights of property owners;

require that properties be maintained, repaired, or restored;

prevent a resource’s destruction by federal, state, local, or private development;

guarantee that grant funds will be available for projects;

require property owners to follow preservation standards on their properties unless they wish to
quality for tax benefits;

require property owners to allow public access to their property;

automatically invoke local historic district zoning or landmark designation;

list individual properties if the owner objects, or list a historic district if the majority of property
owners objects.

Refer to the National Park Service website at http://www.nps.gov/history/NR/fag.htm for more
information.

National Register listing does not place obligations on private property owners, nor does it
place restrictions on the use, treatment, or disposition of private property. National Register
listing does not lead to public acquisition of property, nor does it require public access to
property.


http://www.nps.gov/history/NR/faq.htm

SECRETARY QF EDUCATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
333 MARKET STREET

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17126-0333

July 30. 2013

Ms. Carol A. Black

President, Lincoln University Heritage Initiative
President, AALU Chester County Alumni Chapter
246 West Summit Avenue

West Grove, PA 19390
Dear Ms. Black:

It is with genuine interest that 1 write this letter in support of the efforts by the Lincoln
University Heritage Initiative to preserve and honor the history of our state and country
embodied in the 15 original structures on the Lincoln University campus. The placement of
these buildings on the National Register of Historic Places continues the efforts begun in 1985
by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. The proposed Historic District
represents not only our greatest struggles and accomplishments as a nation, but our hope for the
future as well. Tt is our sincere desire to see this effort through to fulfillment.

These buildings mark the development and identity of many notable pioneers of modern society.
Individuals from various walks of life were educated within these historic buildings.
Pennsylvania is proud to recognize Thurgood Marshall, Langston Hughes and Cab Calloway as
only a partial list of alumni of Lincoln University. all significant contributors to their respective
fields. The buildings themselves are also representative of various architectural styles including

Ttalianate and Gothic Carpenter to the Queen Anne and modern designs of early post-World War

i1

By placing these buildings on the National Register of Historic Places, Pennsylvania can be
assured that students of the future share in the wonderful history embodied in these structures.
Cultural struggles evident in the Underground Railroad and Civil War are memorialized in these
structures. The buildings are witness to the foundation of higher education of African-
Americans in Pennsylvania. In addition to the cultural and historic benefits, placing these 15
original buildings on the National Register of Historic Places will provide economic benefit to
Chester County.

717-787-5820




I am delighted to be part of this worthy collaboration and wish you the best of luck in your
efforts to memorialize a significant part of Pennsylvania history on the campus of Lincoln
University.

Sincerely,

Tl H

William E. Harner

Acting Secretary of Education

cc: Secretary C. Alan Walker




JOSEPH R. PITTS COMMITTEE ON
16TH DISTRICT, PENNSYLVANIA ENERGY AND COMMERCE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH

GABE NEVILLE—WASHINGTON CHIEF OF STAFF CHAIRMAN
ToM TILLETT—DISTRICT CHIEF OF STAFF

420 CANNON House OFFICE BuiLDING @ungrtgg uf the @inl’tkh étattz SUBCOMMITIECION

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY

B %Uuﬁt of Rgptkﬁentat[h £S COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND
150 NongH Ou;z;zg STREET COOPERATION IN EUROPE
UITE ’
LAAJ((;/?;;Z;,SPQGZGOS waﬁbmgtﬂﬂ, E@ 20515"‘3816 TOM LANTOS HUMAN RIGHTS
8 COMMISSION
PosT OFFIcE Box 837
UNIONVILLE, PA 19375
(610) 429-1540
www.house.gov/pitts July 31 R 2013

Ms. Carol A. Black, President
Lincoln University Heritage Initiative
246 West Summit Avenue

West Grove, PA 19390

Dear Ms. Black:

[ am writing in support of the Lincoln University Heritage Initiative (LUHI) to develop the
Lincoln University Historic District. On January 4, 1985, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission determined that a Lincoln University Historic District, comprised of the 15 original
buildings on the northern part of the campus, was eligible for the National Reglster These
buildings were built in the last quarter of the 19" and the first half of the 20" century.

Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall and Cresson Hall, the two oldest buildings, were built during the
Civil War and have been in continuous use for over 145 years. The buildings are significant for
their architecture, association with the Dickey and Cresson families, the Underground Railroad and
the founding of Lincoln University, which has played a major role in the higher education of Afro-
Americans in Pennsylvania and the nation since it’s founding in 1854. Prominent alumni include:
U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshall; Musical Legend, Cab Calloway; the first President
of Ghana, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah and Medal of Honor winner and pioneering African-American
Editor, Christian Fleetwood.

I am proud to have Lincoln University in the 16™ Congressional District and I support the
~ Lincoln University Heritage Initiative efforts to create the Lincoln University Historic District.
Please keep my office advised as to the status of this request. My address is Post Box Office 837,
Unionville, PA 19375.

' Mem er of Coﬁgress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




9TH SENATORIAL DISTRICT

DOMINIC PILEGGI

THE STATE CAPITOL
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-3009
PHONE (717) 787-4712
FAX (717) 783-7490

100 EVERGREEN DRIVE
SUITE 113
GLEN MILLS, PA 19342
PHONE (610) 358-5183
FAX (610) 358-5184

James M. Vaughan,
Executive Director

Senate of Pennsyluania
August 19, 2013

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

400 North Street,

Harrisburg,

2™ Floor
PA 17120-0093

Re: Lincoln University Historic District

Dear Dr. Vaughan:

On behalf of Lincoln University, Chester County,

305 MARKET STREET
OXFORD, PA 19363
PHONE (610) 932-2360
FAX (610) 932-2362

415 AVENUE OF THE STATES
CHESTER, PA 12013
PHONE (610) 447-5845
FAX (610) 447-5848

www.senatorpileggi.com
dpileggi@pasen.gov
TOLL FREE 1-888-9TH-DIST

I am pleased to

support their application to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission for designation of the Lincoln University Historic District
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The proposed Lincoln University Historic District encompasses 15
original buildings located on the northern end of the Lincoln

University Campus.

Two of the oldest buildings, Azikiwe-Nkrumah Hall

and Cresson Hall, were built during the Civil War and have been in
continuous use for over 145 years.

These buildings have great architectural and cultural

significance.

The two oldest buildings were important in the

operation of the Underground Railroad as well as the founding of
Lincoln University, which has played a major role in higher education

of African-Americans since its founding in 1854.

As your staff reviews the application,

I wanted you to know of my

support and ask that every consideration be given towards approval.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide you with
any additional information.

DP/mijf

Sincerely,

="

DOMINIC PILEGGI

SENATOR

\V

cCCk Carol A. Black, President, Lincoln University Heritage Initiative
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